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Comrades, Sisters & Brothers,
The new year has kicked off strong after a very busy December which included a Pearl Harbor remembrance
event, Wreaths Across America ceremony at both the National Cemetery and our own cemetery south of the city.
Members also enjoyed a post Christmas party.
January marked a very successful M-1
Carbine raffle that generated significant
donations toward veterans’ causes. The
winner of the
carbine was Johnny Taylor from Shuckers
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Become a Veteran’s Advocate.
Join the VFW Action Corps here:
www.vfw.org/ActionCorps

Our annual 1st Responder Honors banquet was held on the 25th. It is always with great pride
that we recognize this group of individuals. In fact, two of
our Post 3308 recipients, Fireman Emilio Rodriquez and
EMT Calli Syfrett also were the winners at the Department
of Florida level.
Leading off February is another fundraiser: “Roaring
20’s Great Gatsby Ball”, on Saturday, the 8th. Get your
tickets on FB or at the Post.
Saturday the 15th two events will take place. First is the
District 2 meeting being hosted by the Crawfordville Post
4538 beginning at 11:00 a.m. At noon the annual Robert
Wise Chili Cook-off will take place at the Armory on
Capital Circle East. That event is in honor of Robert Wise,
the first Leon Co. veteran to give his life for our country.
Both the post and the auxiliary are entered. Both events
need post member support.
Till next month take care all.

and receive the VFW Action Corps Weekly e-newsletter
and all VFW Action Alerts.

Visit us online at:

BTW, check out our new M-14 Drawing page 13!

www.vfw.org

Pickel

www.thevfw.blogspot.com
www.facebook.com.vfwfans
www.twitter.com/@vfwhq
www.youtube.com/vfwvids
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Post 3308 Honors 1st Responders
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A wonderful time was had by all!
Indeed, our annual VFW First Responder of
the Year Award Dinner was a big hit. Friday the
25th was time to hand out awards for Leon Co.
first responders in the three categories: law enforcement, firefighter, and emergency medical
service.
Commander Duane Pickel started the awards
ceremony by putting everyone at ease and letting folks know of the common bond military
warriors and first responders have: running to
danger rather than from it. He also explained his
own personal experience as both a police officer
and Air Force combat veteran.
After the opening prayer, Karen Ausley, President of Post 3308 Auxiliary, lead the gathering
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Following Karen,
Frank Roycraft, event chairman, explained a little further the meaning for the awards and how
both Post and Department winners are selected.
He also, read segments of and paraphrased portions of the nominating letter for each of the winners.
Honorees for the evening were:
Officer Mitchell Harrison
Firefighter Emilio Rodriquez
EMT Calli Syfrett
Lt. Lakisha Snow

TPD
TFD
Leon Co. EMS
LCSD

It should be further noted that Firefighter
Emilio Rodriquez and Emergency Medical
Technician Calli Syrett were both selected as
VFW Department of Florida winners. Each will
receive additional honors and monetary reward.
According to feedback from both members
and first responders, the evening was a grand
success.
Special thanks to Joey for the hard work and
long hours he put into preparing the magnificent
dinner.

Answers from page 4: 1. 2010; 2. Great Britain; 3. Ft. Bragg;
4. Armistice Day; 5. Gen. MacArthur; 6. Maryland; 7. 1973; 8.
Women’s Army Corps; 9. Col. Tibbets; 10. Henry Fonda
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5. Who said, "It is fatal to enter a war without
the will to win it."
____ Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf
____ Gen. George Patton
____ Pres. John F. Kennedy
____ Gen. Douglas MacArthur

Trivia:

moderate

1. In what year did Germany make their final
World War I Reparation Payment?
____ 2010
____ 1986
____ 1940
____ 1977
2. During the Korean War, what country, along
with the United States, supported South Ko
rea to stand for democracy and oppose communism?
____ Canada
____ Great Britain
____ France
____ None of the above
3. Based on population, what is the largest military base in the United States?
____ Ft. Bragg
____ Ft. Benning
____ Ft. Hood
____ Camp Pendleton
4. What was Veterans Day originally called?
____ Soldiers’ Day
____ Armistice Day
____ Military Day
____ Day of Surrender

6. In what state is the United States Naval
Academy?
____ South Carolina
____ Colorado
____ California
____ Maryland
7. In what year did the last US troops leave
Vietnam?
____ 1970
____ 1973
____ 1969
____ 1976
8. What does WAC stand for?
____ War Alliance Council
____Wounded Army Coalition
____ Women’s Army Corps
____ None of the above
9. Who was the pilot of the B-29 "Enola Gay"
that dropped the Hiroshima bomb?
____ Col. Paul Tibbets
____ Col. Jimmy Doolittle
____ Col. Claire Chennault
____ Gen. Curtis Lamay
10. Who did NOT receive a Congressional Gold
Medal?
____ Walt Disney
____ John Wayne
____ Henry Fonda
____ Bob Hope
Who noticed something new on the front page?
Answers can be found on page 7.
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From the Desk of your Chaplain,
Dear Comrades & Auxiliary Members,
I hope you all have had wonderful beginnings to the new year. I pray that God continues to bless you with the
love and grace He promised. I, personally, am truly blessed with the recovery of my wife Barbara as she gets better daily and we are enjoying being here when we can. Once again, Thank You all! for the generous thoughts and
prayers.
Families, throughout the area, like mine are going through some valleys. I hope that you hit your knees at night
and tell the Lord, Thank You. We are not guaranteed the next minute, hour, or day, so live life with zeal and enjoy each moment.
I was privileged to officiate at the interment ceremony of two Veterans this past month who were considered
indigent. For me, it is a passion and duty to ensure they are properly honored with dignity at our beautiful National Cemetery. Our Veterans should never be forgotten because sometimes, they have fallen onto hard times
and some even slip into obscurity. I will continue to look after those who cannot look after themselves.
Please get out of your comfort zone and meet new people. Share your daily blessing of life with those whom
you contact, and continue to pray for everyone. You never know who may need that touch or thoughtful prayer.
Indeed, we touch lives each and every day in the drug store, market, while shopping, just anywhere. Your interaction and kindness, no matter how insignificant, may help another human being. Life is too short and we aimlessly waste it without even noticing it because we are so used to being in our own comfort zone. Encourage others. Be thoughtful and kind, and pray for each other. Try it. You may like how you fee. Don’t forget to
acknowledge that “special someone” in your life with a warm smile and a Happy Valentine’s Day gift or message…..LOVE IS IN THE AIR…. J.
Take a moment to call any of your dedicated officers of the Post or our fabulous Auxiliary and volunteer. An
hour or two each month is all we need to carry on the proud legacy of 3308.” Remember to read our wonderful
newsletter and join us for some food and fun during the next month and attend your monthly meetings on the 1 st
Wednesday 7 pm POST and 3rd Wednesdays 7pm AUXILIARY. We would love to see you and your vote counts
toward everything we do.
Always in your service,

Lou Langnehs,

CPO, USN (Ret)

Home: 850-320-6988; Work: 850-877-8191; Cell: 850-766-5741.
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Visit us! VFW VETERANS VILLAGE
13005 N.E. 135th St.
Fort McCoy, FL 32134
www.vfwveteransvillage.org
Owned and operated by the VFW
Department of Florida

www.VFWstore.org

Join the 3308 Team
and contribute to State
Commander Tony Purdy’s
“Special Project” this year

and contribute to

Eaton Rapids, MI
www.vfwnationalhome.org/
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Post
Service
Officer
Report

An Act of Kindness
Many of us veterans, especially
veterans active in veteran services
organizations, like our VFW Post
3308, belong to several other veteran service organizations as well. I
think we have about 18 in the Big
Bend area. Sometimes, we belong to multiple veteran service
organizations and in just about
every one I belong to, we are constantly looking for ways to fund
our next project. We do Buddy
Poppy© drives, we look for grants,
we hold raffles and generally raise
money in a myriad of ways. But
in our zeal to raise money to support our organizations’ missions
and veteran cause projects, we
don’t always think about the
impact we have on those very
veterans, or the public at large
from whom we solicit.
As many of you know, in addition to the 3308 Service Officer, I
am also the fairly new Commander
for AMVETS Post 1776, and if
you will indulge me for a moment,
I would like to share a brief “act of
kindness” I experienced in that capacity two days before Christmas
at our Tallahassee National Cemetery.
Several weeks before Christmas, I got an email from our 1776
Finance Officer, Paul Rogerson,
telling me about an Army veteran
and his wife who wanted to contribute to our Bell Tower/Carillon
Project for the Tallahassee National Cemetery on behalf of the veteran’s father-in-law, former Marine
Page 8

Sergeant Delbert C. Cruit who had
served with the 1st Marine Division
in Korea. - A Marine that is failing
in health at this time. - The son-inlaw and daughter asked that I not
share their names, which only adds
to their modesty and makes their
act of kindness even more remarkable to me.
The son-in-law communicated
to me that he would like to present
a check to me at the Cemetery. It
turned out to be a fairly substantial
contribution toward our Bell
Tower/Carillon Project. He asked
if I would make sure Delbert’s
name would be placed on our
“Wall of Honor” plaque recognizing our contributors. I assured him
that it would.
I really didn’t know what to expect, but I asked Cemetery Director, Raymond Miller, to meet with
me and the family for a very informal presentation of this contribution. At one point in the meeting,
in a very private moment, my newfound Army veteran friend stood
facing his father-in-law, with his
wife by his side and said: “Pops,
we know you are a man who has
everything now, but we wanted to
honor you by presenting a check
so that your name will appear on
the Bell Tower “Wall of Honor”
that will be placed here at this
Cemetery.” There was a moment
of silence. I found myself at a loss
for words. Then our Delbert simply said, “Thank you.” I presented
Delbert with our Bell Tower challenge coin and a book I authored
for another Marine friend of mine
who fought at the Chosin Reservoir in Korea.
We chatted for a while and I
showed the family where our Bell
Tower would be placed and where
we anticipated our “Wall of Honor” plaque would be hung inside
the administrative building.
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Bell Tower/Carillon at the Phoenix National
Cemetery. This is the design being used for the
Tallahassee National Cemetery Bell Tower.

The family left together and I
have since been told Delbert spent
a couple of days at the hospital
around Christmas, but is home and
doing okay now.
So if you are asked to take part
in a VFW solicitation, think about
your cause. You might just strike a
chord or an emotion with someone
that really wants to give for some
very personal reasons.
Gordon Lightfoot
850-322-6924
VFW Post 3308
Post Service Officer
Dutchight@embarqmail.com
National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline also called
VA Crisis HOTLINE:
(1-800-273-8255)
Substance Abuse & Mental
Health Service Admin.:
(1-800-622-4357)
And now you
can call: 211
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Have you run into unexpected financial
difficulties?
Are you in need of emergency financial
assistance?

Your VFW can help!

Your VFW is accepting applications from active and discharged
military service members who have been deployed in the last six years
and have run into unexpected financial difficulties as a result of deployment or other militaryrelated activity. Since the program's inception, Unmet Needs has distributed more than $5 million
in assistance to qualified military families, with nearly half of those funds going directly toward
basic housing needs.
The Unmet Needs Program provides financial assistance of up to $5,000 to assist with basic life
needs in the form of a grant — not a loan — so no repayment is required. Eligible expenses include
housing and vehicle payments; utility and phone bills; food and incidentals; children's clothing,
food, diapers, school, and childcare; and medical bills, prescriptions, and eyeglasses. Each expense
will be considered on a case-by-case basis, and payments will be made directly to the recipient’s
creditors.

The hardship must be the result of deployment, a military pay issue, or military-related illness or
injury. It cannot be due to civil legal or domestic issues, misconduct, or any issues that are a result
of spousal separation or divorce, financial mismanagement, or bankruptcy.
For more information/how to enroll: visit the VFW website @ http://www.vfw.org/
UnmetNeeds/ or 1-866-789-6333

Better yet, contact Debra Jones Mann, our Post 3308 “Unmet Needs” Director here in Tallahassee.
Often her mailbox is full so text her at 850.272.6170.

Get the updates
you need to
manage your
healthcare:
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVHA/bulletins/1541729?reqfrom=share

Trivia Answers from page 4: 1.
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St. Marks Powder - A General Dynamics Company. General Dynamics Ordnance and
Tactical (GD-OTS) is an equal opportunity employer. We welcome and encourage
diversity in the workforce. Military preference given. Applicants must apply
through CareerSource Capital Region.
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GUNNERY
SERGEANT
DENSON AND
THE MORTAR
CLASSES
by Rick Stanford, Lt. Col.
USMC (ret)

After returning to Camp Lejeune from the Med
Cruise in March 19701, 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines
was all but disbanded. Marines who were nearing the
end of their enlistments were given early discharges.
Those like me who were completing their first deployment were either given orders to Vietnam or reassigned within the battalion. Others were transferred to the battalion awaiting the next Med Cruise.
The strength of the battalion was reduced drastically.
With Vietnam winding down, I assumed that I would
stay at Camp Lejeune. This was reinforced by my
transfer from Golf Company to Headquarters and
Service Company to assumed the duties as 106mm
Recoilless Rifle Platoon Commander. With office
space in the barracks limited, I would share my office
with Gunnery Sergeant Denson, the 81mm Mortar
Platoon Commander.
To my great surprise, I soon received my orders to
Vietnam. Being a young officer in search of adventure, I looked forward to the experience. That attitude would change about 3 seconds into my first fire
fight.
As a recently promoted 1st Lieutenant, I was not likely to get assigned to an infantry platoon. First Lieutenants are company executive officers, staff officers,
or 81mm platoon commanders.
Holy shit! What if I was assigned to the 81’s? I had
received classes on the 81’s while at the Basic
School, but remembered little about it. My ignorance
could get someone killed. This really bothered me. I
needed help, and there was no one who knew more
about 81mm mortars than Gunny Denson.
He immediately went to work. Every day for the
next several weeks the gunny and I spent a couple of
hours going over the many details of the employment
of this weapon. I learned the proper set-up of the
baseplate and mortar tube, the placement of aiming
stakes, the location of the weapon, the leveling of the
bubbles, the determination of the proper number of
powder increments, and most importantly the use of
the plotting board.
Page 10

The plotting board was the key ingredient in the
whole process of providing fire support for Marines
in combat. The board had to be oriented to its location on the map. The center of the board was the location of the mortar. From that, distances and direction to the target were determined. Equally important
was the determination of the gun/target line and the
observer/target line. Before setting up the data on the
mortar, the fire direction officer had to make adjustments based on how the Marine on the ground saw
the target. So, when the Marine asked for adjustments, the plotter had to use the same left and right as
the Marine calling the mission. Mis-alignment of the
plotting board could result in dropping rounds on the
Marines instead of the enemy.
As my departure grew closer, I became more confident in my ability to handle the duties of an 81mm
mortar platoon commander. I fully realized the importance of the time Gunny Denson spent with me.
What I did not realize was how soon that education
would be put to the test.
After processing through the First Marine Division
Headquarters in DaNang, I was informed that I would
be joining 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment located
at An Hoa. Upon meeting the battalion commander,
LtCol Hamlin, I was informed that I would be assigned to Golf Company as the executive officer
(XO). Of the assignments available to a first lieutenant, the most dreaded was that of XO – especially
in combat. The job was almost entirely administrative with duties that included voting officer, education
officer, MPC conversion officer, and any other shitty
little job that came along.
I learned that Golf Company had just left for LZ
Baldy to take over the Combined Unit Pacification
Program (CUPP) from Alpha Company, 1st Battalion,
7th Marines. Later that day I was on a helicopter,
headed for LZ Baldy.
I won’t go into detail here, but the assignment was
every bit as boring as I had feared. Fortunately, my
fate would soon change. Since the war was obviously
winding down and entire units rotating back to the
states, getting officers some combat experience became important for the future. It was from this desire
to get as many officers shot at as possible that my
days as XO came to an end.
The company commander, Captain Buck Darling,
was being re-assigned to the operations section at regiment. He was being replaced by Captain Bob Tilley.
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VFW Awards 154 Student Veterans with Scholarships
Together with Sport Clips, the VFW has awarded nearly $8 million in college scholarships
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (January 15, 2020) – The Veterans of Foreign Wars is proud to announce more than
150 student veterans from around the country have been selected as 2020 spring semester recipients of the
VFW’s “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship.”
“Too often I meet veterans whose GI Bill education benefits have been depleted. For more than five years,
we’ve worked together with our long-time friends at Sport Clips Haircuts to ensure our veterans are set up for
success,” said VFW National Commander William “Doc” Schmitz. “The VFW is proud to offer a scholarship
program that keeps them from facing crippling student loan debt as their post-military life begins to take off.”
Since the program’s inception, the VFW and Sport Clips have awarded nearly $8 million in scholarships to
more than 1,600 student veterans and service members. This month’s award of more than $723,000 will help
ensure 154 student veterans can continue their higher education classes during the spring semester.
“This scholarship provides me with the opportunity to continue to service in addition to it assisting me with
alleviating financial strain … without it I wouldn’t have made it this far. I will continue to thank and support
VFW for their kindness and generosity,” said LaShonda Hill, a Navy veteran at Northcentral University in San
Diego.
Established in 2014, the Help A Hero Scholarship program awards service members and veterans with postsecondary scholarships of up to $5,000 to help them achieve their educational goals without the burden of student loan debt. Scholarships are awarded twice a year to help cover the cost of tuition and fees of service members and veterans in the rank of E-5 and below. Scholarship applications are currently being accepted for the
2020 fall semester. Apply for a Help A Hero scholarship today.

From The House Committee
Our February meals are going to be a little different this month since we have our “Roaring
20’s” party on the 8th, Valentine’s Day on the 14th and Voice of Democracy/Patriots Pen award
dinner on the 22 nd. It would be great to see all of you at each of these but especially for our award
winners on the 22nd.
Last year, we had a number of instances where one of our members needed home or auto repairs and didn’t know who to turn to. Sometimes there might be someone at the Post who is able
to jump in and help out. Regrettably, that not usually the case. If you are a skilled tradesmen or a
good DIY-type person and wouldn’t mind helping a fellow Vet in need, please send me your contact info along with your specialty. If you have a business, let me know about that also. We can
also add it to the newsletter. I would much rather refer to our members than an outsider. My
email is fred_akers@sbcglobal.net or my home phone at 850-727-8470.
Here’s wishing you all a good NEW YEAR and I hope to see you at the POST!

Fred
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leader said, “Fire for Effect.” With that, several
rounds were dropped into the mortar tube, and the
I had been very impressed with the leadership of Cap- mission was complete.
tain Darling, and soon found out that Captain Tilley I would give anything to be able to see Gunny Denson and tell him how grateful I was for the time he
was every bit as professional and competent.
One afternoon as I was coming off watch in the Com- spent with me. I am certain that the training he gave
bat Operations Center (COC), I was asked to join the me resulted in Marine lives saved. So early in my
two captains in their quarter. I had no idea what this career I had two staff non-commissioned officer, Staff
Sergeant King and Gunnery Sergeant Denson, make
meeting would be about, but I was indeed curious.
Captain Darling started by saying there would be such a profound impact on me as a young officer.
some changes in assignments within the company and Perhaps that is why I held Staff NCO’s in such high
they wanted to ensure that one of the changes would regard for my entire career. I will feel that way for
be all right with me. I thought to myself, “Why the rest of my life.
would two captains ask a first lieutenant, if a personal
change was all right. Just give me an order and I will
do it." What followed was music to my ears.
They wanted me reassign me to 1st Platoon. That
would mean Lieutenant Ted Hess would become XO.
The problem was that Hess was still a second lieutenant. That would mean he would be senior to me by
billet but not in rank. The two captains needed my
approval to make such a change. It took me less than
a second to accept their offer.
Soon after arriving at first platoon compound, I
learned the true value of the time Gunnery Sergeant
Denson spent with me back at Camp Lejeune. Not
only was I the platoon commander, but, due to the
nature of my assignment, I was also the fire direction
officer for the 81mm mortar assigned to the platoon.
Late one evening only days after joining the platoon,
the radio crackled with a request for fire from one of
The Four Chaplains
the squads. My mortar gunners quickly moved to the
George L. Fox, Alexander D. Goode, Clark V.
mortar pit and awaited instruction. Being the new kid
Poling
and John P. Washington were four World
on the block, I stood by and observed as my platoon
War
II
chaplains who gave their lives to save other
sergeant began to set up the plotting board. As he
was attempting to convert the data from the squad civilian and military personnel as the troop ship
onto the board, I began to get a bit antsy. The ser- SS Dorchester sank on February 3, 1943. The Dorchesgeant seemed quite hesitant in his actions, and I soon ter was a civilian liner converted for military service
realized he had no idea what he was doing. The in World War II as a War Shipping Administration
squad needed fire support and it appeared that I troop transport. She was able to carry slightly more
would have to step in. At one point the platoon serthan 900 military passengers and crew.
geant looked at me with uncertainty in his eyes, so I
asked, “Would you like me to do that?” He practicalThe ship left New York on January 23, 1943, en
ly threw the board at me.
route to Greenland, carrying approximately 900
Once on the radio I ask them to repeat the data. I others, as part of a convoy of three ships escorted by
plotted their location and the enemy’s location. The
distance and direction were relayed to the mortar Coast Guard Cutters Tampa, Escanaba, and Comanche.
crew and within seconds rounds were on their way. During the early morning hours of February 3 the
When the first adjusting round impacted, the squad vessel was torpedoed by the German submarine Uleader
asked
for
an
adjustment. 223 off Newfoundland in the North Atlantic. The
I quickly spun the plastic wheel on the board around chaplains helped the other soldiers board lifeboats
in order to get aligned with the observer target line, and gave up their own life jackets when the supply
plotted the new coordinates and relayed them to the ran out. The chaplains joined arms, said prayers, and
mortar pit. With the impact of that round, the squad sang hymns as they went down with the ship.
MORTAR - cont. from page 10
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